The Hamburg Massacre

On July 4th, 1876, America was holding a very large exposition in
Philadelphia commemorating our first century as a nation. There were huge
pavilions covering all of the nation’s accomplishments during the first 100
years. In Hamburg, South Carolina there was a different story. Two white
men (Robert Butler and Henry Getzen) in a horse drawn carriage tried to
bust through a parade of Black Militia that were marching on a wide street
named Market Street.

The white men insisted that they go through the militia and the
militia leader, Dock Adams, refused to let them pass. After some intense
arguing, Dock Adams let the white men pass through. Butler and Getzen
explained this incident to their elders, and they demanded that the militia
surrender their arms. Dock Adams, in fear of his life, refused to surrender
arms to the mob.

On July 8th, the incident escalated into a large conflict with a mob
gathering in Hamburg. A battle ensued and eight men lost their lives
including 7 Black men (4 of which were murdered) and 1 White man. This
incident was reported locally and nationally. It became known as the
Hamburg Massacre. The following 1s a number of available resources that
will provide further details of this incident.
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