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RESOLUTION NO. 2022-34
CONCURRENCE WITHNO ADVERSE EFFECTS DETERMINATION
RELATED TO THE STATE ROUTE 4/US HIGHWAY 25 BUSINESS AT
SAVANNAH RIVER AT SOUTH CAROLINA STATE LINE BRIDGE
REPLACEMENT PROJECT #0013927

WHEREAS, the Georgia Department of ‘Transportation (GDOT) in
coordination with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the City of North
Augusta (City) has proposed replacement of the existing bridge carrying State Route
(SR) 4/US Highway 25 Business over the Savannah River between Augusta, GA and
North Augusta, SC; and

WHEREAS, the proposed bridge will be replaced at its exisling
location 1o minimize environmental and right-of-way impacts along the project
corridor; and

WHEREAS, the proposed bridge will consist of four travel lanes, two
in each direction, along with an cight-foot median and four foot raised island in the
middle of the roadway plus a five-foot sidewalk with urban shoulder and curb and
gutter on the northbound side and a 10-foot shared use path with an eight-foot shoulder
and barrier on the southbound side; and

WHEREAS, the North Augusta Greeneway, Brick Pond Park and
Water Works Park are within the proposed project vicinity which requires GDOT to
convert portions of these parks into permanent easements, temporary easements and
new right-of-way as identified in Exhibit A: and

WHEREAS, throughout the duration of the construction period
beginning mid- 2025 through completion, portions of the North Augusta Greeneway,
Brick Pond Park and Water Works Park will be closed to the public as identified in
Exhibit A; and,

WHEREAS, as recreation facilities owned by the City, these three
parks are afforded spccial protections under Section 4(f) of the Department of
Transportation Act which allows the City to review for concurrence that the proposed
project does not cause adverse impacts to the recreation area; and,

WHEREAS, GDOT has provided the City with the summary of project
impacts (Exhibit A), and requests a City official to sign a letter concurring that the
proposed transportation project will not adversely affect the activities, features and
attributes of the North Augusta Greeneway, Brick Pond Park and Water Works Park;
and.

WHEREAS, if the City concurs, the FWHA intends to make a de
minimis linding regarding impacts to the North Augusta Greeneway. Brick Pond Park
and Water Works Park. thus satisfying the requirements of Scction 4(1).
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City
Council for the City of North Augusta in meeting duly assembled and by the authority
thercol that:

I. The proposed transportation project will not cause adverse eftects
o the parks. and

2. The Mayor shall sign the requested letter of concurrence and
submit the letter to GDOT.

DONE, RATIFIED AND ADOPTED BY THE MAYOR AND
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORTH AUGUSTA, SOUTH
CAROLINA. ON THIS {5% DAY OF AUGUST, 2022.

V Briton S. Williams, Mayor

ATTEST:

Sharon Lamar, C.ily-.CIerk




Russell R. McMurr( +E., Commissioner
One Georgia Center

600 West Peachtree NW
i Atlanta, GA 30308

{404) 631-1990 Main Office

Georgia Departmant of Transportation

Mayor Briton S. Williams
City of North Augusta
100 Riverview Park
North Augusta, SC 29841

RE: State Route (SR) 4/US Highway (US) 25 Business at Savannah River at South Carolina State Line- Bridge
Replacement

Richmond County
Pl #0013927

Dear Mayor Williams:

The Georgia Department of Transportation (DOT) in coordination with the City of North Augusta and the Federal Highway
Administration has proposed replacement of the existing bridge carrying State Route (SR) 4/US Highway {US) 25 Business
{BU) over Savannah River between Augusta, Georgia and North Augusta, South Carolina (see Figure 1: Project Location
Map). The proposed bridge would be replaced at its existing location to minimize environmental and right-of-way (ROW)
impacts along the project corridor. SR 4/US 25 BU is currently classified as a Principal Arterial with 2016 Average Daily
Traffic (ADT) of 21,200 vehicles per day (VPD} and 2.5% trucks. The roadway section on the Georgia side consists of four
12-foot travel lanes with urban shoulders, while the section on the South Carolina side consists of four 12-foot travel lanes
with a 14 to18-foot flush median and urban shoulders. The proposed roadway section would consist of four travel lanes,
with an 11-foot inside lane and a 12-foot outside lane in each direction. An 8-foot median with a 4-foot raised island would
be located in the middle of the roadway along the bridge. The northbound side would include a 5-foot sidewalk with an
urban shoulder and curb and gutter. The southbound side would feature a 10-foot shared use path with an 8-foot shoulder
and barrier separating the path from the roadway. The proposed project length would be approximately 0.6 mile. The existing
ROW varies between 81 and 295 feet, and the proposed ROW varies between 81 and 300 feel.

The North Augusta Greeneway, Brick Pond Park, and Waters Works Park are within the proposed project vicinity {see
figure 1). The proposed improvements would require converting approximately 0.14 acre of the North Augusta Greeneway,
0.10 acre of Brick Pond Park, and 0.09 acre of Water Works Park to transportation right-of-way. In addition, 0.09 acre of
permanent easement and 0.14 acre of temporary easement would be required from the North Augusta Greeneway and
0.13 acre of permanent easement would be required from Brick Pond Park. As recreation facilities owned by the City of
North Augusta, these properties are afforded special protections under Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act
(recodified in 49 U.S.C. 303 and 23 U.S.C 138). Under the provisions of Section 4{(f), if the proposed project would result in
adverse effects to the park or recreation facility, the transportation agency must conduct an evaluation to demonstrate that
there is no prudent and feasible alternative to the use of the 4(f) property. Because this evaluation can be expensive and
potentially result in project delays, an exemption is provided in cases where the official with jurisdiction over the park or
recreation area concurs in a determination that the impacts are not adverse. This concurrence enables the Federal Highway

Administration (FHWAY) to make a de minimis {minimal impact) finding, which satisfies the requirements of Section 4(f) and
precludes the need for a Section 4(f) Evaluation.

The purpose of this letter is to request your concurrence in the “no adverse effects” determination, thus allowing the FHWA
to make the de minimis impact finding and allowing this project to proceed as planned.

A Summary of Project Impacts
North Augusta Greeneway

The proposed project would involve constructing a sidewalk on the eastern side of SR 4/US 25 BU within the northern
project limits. Construction of a parapet wall would begin directly north of the North Augusta Greeneway tunnei and would
provide a safety measure for pedestrians and bicyclists using the proposed sidewalk. The proposed work would require
approximately 0.14 acre of ROW from the trail and vegetated area of the North Augusta Greeneway surrounding the North
Augusta Greeneway tunnel. In addition, approximately 0.09 acre of permanent easement would be required from the North
Augusta Greeneway trail to construct the proposed shared use path on the western side of the proposed bridge approach
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and to tie-in the shared use path to the North Augusta Greeneway (see Sheet 13-0007 of the construction plan sheets).
Approximately 0.14 acre of temporary easement would be required from the North Augusta Greeneway frail to construct
the northern end of the proposed bridge (see Sheet 13-0004 on the construction plan sheets). The land acquired as a result
of the proposed project would continue to be used by pedestrians and bicyclists would provide enhanced connectivity
between the existing pedestrian and bicyclist facilities. Therefore, the acquired land would retain its recreational use. During
construction, portions of the North Augusta Greeneway would be temporarily closed and rerouted. However, closed portions

of the North Augusta Greeneway would be reopened following construction. The pedestrian and bicyclist detour are
described below.,

Pedestrian/Bicyclist Detour

The portion of North Augusta Greeneway parallel to SR 4/US 25 BU would be closed during construction. Barricades would
be used to establish these closure areas. All barricades would include a trail closure sign. Pedestnans and bicyclists would
be warned by an additional trail closure sign at the trail's intersection with Esplanade Avenue approximately 1,000 feet west
of the closure (see Trail Closure Sign on Figure 2). A barricade would be placed on the North Augusta Greeneway ftrail at
the SR 4/US 25 BU crossing of the Savannah River (see Barrier 1 on Figure 2). Another barricade would be placed where
the North Augusta Greeneway trail intersects with Railroad Avenue (see Barrier 2 on Figure 2). These barricades would
restrict access along the North Augusta Greeneway trail along SR 4/US 25 BU between the Savannah River and Railroad
Avenue (see Closure Area 1 on Figure 2). In addition, a barricade would be placed approximately 94 feet southeast from
the existing bridge to restrict access to the portion of the North Augusta Greeneway along the Savannah River under the

existing bridge throughout construction (see Closure Area 2 and Barrier 3 on Figure 2). The duration of the detour would be
approximately 4 years,

Some connectivity between the various irailways within Brick Pond Park and connections to the North Augusta Greeneway
would be temporarily altered. The gravel trail on the eastern limits of Brick Pond Park would be closed during construction
(see Closure Area 3 on Figure 2). A barricade would be placed approximately 145 feet north of Railroad Avenue (see Barrier
4 on Figure 2). A barricade would also be placed approximately 20 feet south of the North Augusta Greeneway connection
(see Barrier 5 on Figure 2). In addition, barricades would be placed at the entrances of two trailways that intersect the
eastern grave! trail within Brick Pond Park (see Barrier 6 and Barrier 7 on Figure 2).

In addition, the portion of the North Augusta Greeneway along Riverside Boulevard would be closed during construction
{see Closure Area 4 on Figure 2). One barricade would be placed on the northern sidewalk of Railroad Avenue where the
sidewalk merges with the North Augusta Greeneway path under the bridge (see Barrier 8 on Figure 2). An additional
barricade would be placed approximately 100 feet southeast of the North Augusta Greeneway tunnel (see Barrier 9 on
Figure 2). A barricade would also be placed on the northern sidewalk of East Shoreline Drive approximately 70 feet from
where the East Shoreline Drive sidewalk connects with the North Augusta Greeneway path (see Barrier 10 on Figure 2).

In order to maintain connectivity along the North Augusia Greeneway, users would follow an alternative route along
Esplanade Avenue, Railroad Avenue, and the existing Brick Pond Park trail along the east side of Center Street. Pedestrians
would utilize the existing sidewalks along Esplanade Avenue, Railroad Avenue, and the trail along Center Street while
bicyclists would use the roadway. The proposed detour route would be approximately 800 feet (0.17 mile} shorter than the
existing route along the North Augusta Greeneway. Pedestrians and bicyclists on the Norih Augusta Greeneway would turn
north on Esplanade Avenue and continue on Esplanade Avenue until reaching Railroad Avenue. Pedestrians would then
turn east on Railroad Avenue and proceed approximately 420 feet until reaching the Brick Pond Park trail along Center
Street. Pedestrians and bicyclist would continue north on Center Street until reconnecting with the North Augusta
Greeneway (see the Detour Route marked red on Figure 2).

Pedestrians and bicyclists on North Augusta Greeneway wanling to travel south toward the Landing at River Club
neighborhood would continue to travel through the North Augusta Greeneway tunnel under SR 4/US 25 BU and continue
on the North Augusia Greeneway until reaching Center Street. Pedestrians would then travel south on the Brick Pond Park

trail along Center Street until reaching Railroad Avenue, while bicyclists would travel south on the Center Street roadway.
Pedestrians and bicyclists could then travel east to their destination.
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Brick Pond Park

The proposed project requires the addition of drainage features and a Mechanically Stabiized Earth (MSE) wall on the
west side of SR 4/US 25 BU. This proposed work would require approximately 0.10 acre of ROW from a vegetated area
within the Brick Pond Park. A small portion of this ROW would be from a designated wetland. In addition, 0.13 acre of
permanent easement would be required to construct a shared use path that would connect the existing western sidewalk
on SR 4/US 25 BU to Brick Pond Park and provide an additional path to the North Augusta Greeneway (see Sheet 13-0006
and Sheet 13-0007 of the construction plan sheets). The proposed acquisition of property would not prevent the Brick Pond
Park from operating as a recreational facility. The gravel trail along the eastern limits of Brick Pond Park would be
temporarily closed during construction (see Closure Area 3 on Figure 2). However, there are other entry ways to the park
and the other Brick Pond Park trails would be maintained throughout construction (see Figure 3). Project construction

would result in improved drainage, soil stability provided by the MSE wall, and the enhanced connectivity between the
existing pedestrian facilities nearby.

Water Works Park

The parking lot for Water Works Park is located at the northern end of the project limits (see Figure 1). The proposed
construction of the sidewalk and parapet wall would require approximately 0.09 acre of ROW from the grassed area within
Water Works Park adjacent to the park’s asphalt parking lot. The acquisition of ROW is approximately 30 feet north of the

parking lot and would not result in a lack of parking or a change in the use of the recreational use of the park (see Sheet
13-0007 of the construction plan sheets).

Concurrence with the No Adverse Effects Determination

If you agree that the acquisition of right-of-way as shown on the attached aerial photography would not adversely affect the
recreational activities, features, and attributes that qualify North Augusta Greeneway, Brick Pond Park, and Water Works
Park for protection under Section 4(f), the Georgia DOT requests that you sign and date this letter in the spaces below:

As the official with jurisdiction over North Augusta Greeneway, Water Works Park and Brick Pond Park, | concur
in a determination that the proposed transportation project as described in this letter and shown on the
accompanying attachment would not adversely affect the activities, features, and aftributes that qualify North
Augusta Greeneway, Water Works Park, and Brick Pond Park for protection under Section 4(f). | have also been
informed that, based on my concurrence, the FHWA intends to make a de minimis finding regarding impacts to
North Augusta Greeneway and Brick Pond Park, thus satisfying the requirements of Section 4(f}.

Signature: 25 Date: §-18-22

After signing and dating this lefter, we ask that you return a copy to the attention of Cody Hufstetler at the Georgia
Department of Transportation, Office of Environmental Services, 600 West Peachtree Street Atlanta, Georgia 30308. The
Georgia DOT appreciates your assistance in making this transportation project possible. Should you have any questions or
concerns, please call Mr. Hufstetler at (678)-247-2506.

Sincerely,
6\'\ L..’Dlu-bb ek

Eric Duff
State Environmental Administrator

ED/ch
CC: Kassandra Boswell, Georgia DOT Project Manager
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