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INTRODUCTION 

Stephen Budiansky concludes his book, The Bloody Shirt, with the following paragraph: 

“Men die, and towns die, and cruelest of all, memories die. And when North 
Augusta celebrated its centennial in 2006, Hamburg was nowhere to be 
heard of, though the McKie Meriwether monument was duly catalogued in 
an inventory of local historical sites the town compiled for the occasion. 
They described it as a monument ‘to the only resident of Hamburg to be 
killed in the Hamburg riot of 1876.’ ” 1 

Mr. Kenton J. Makin, speaking at a City Council meeting Sept. 18, 2017, asked that the 
Meriwether Monument located in J.C. Calhoun Park be taken down, or at the very least, 
that City Council make a formal denouncement of the monument, what it stands for and 
what it reads.2 

As Mayor, I acknowledged Mr. Makin’s concern and realized the issue he raised required 
further study. I needed to more properly understand the events at Hamburg where Mr. 
Meriwether died, the background rationale for the Meriwether Monument, its text, and the 
physical structure of the monument itself, as a prelude to submitting any 
recommendations to City Council regarding the Meriwether Monument.  

This report contains my conclusions and recommendations from my research and study. 

From the outset, I felt citizen input and opinions about the Meriwether Monument was 
necessary. Among the people with whom I met most frequently were Mr. Charles Allen, 
Dr. Christine Crawford, Mr. Milledge Murray, and Rev. Dr. John Younginer. Ms. Brenda 
Baratto and Mr. Wayne O’Bryant were also consulted. The latter two are each extremely 
knowledgeable about the events which occurred at Hamburg in July 1876. They also 
provided value information and insight as full participants in general discussions. 

I considered information from numerous sources as I studied the issue. The appendices 
to this report contain copies of emails and letters sent to me by citizens from North 
Augusta and elsewhere and copies of my notes from discussions with citizens expressing 
opinions about actions related to the monument. They also contains letters, emails, 
articles, and reports which I obtained from a wide variety of sources.  

For over 100 years the Meriwether Monument has occupied a place of prominence in the 
center of North Augusta, yet, until recently, few people knew much about it or the text it 
contains. Several years ago the monument was the topic of a major series of articles in 
the North Augusta Star by Phyllis Britt. Initially she believed the monument should go 
away. Influenced by the arguments presented by Wayne O’Bryant, local African-American 

                                            
1  Budiansky, Stephen; The Bloody Shirt, Plume, a member of The Penguin Group (USA) Inc. New York, 

2009, page 281.  
2  Folker, James; “North Augusta Dealing with Monument Issue,” Augusta Chronicle Online September 

27, 2017 http://www.augustachronicle.com/natoday/news/2017-09-27/north-augusta-dealing-with-
monument-issue.  

http://www.augustachronicle.com/natoday/news/2017-09-27/north-augusta-dealing-with-monument-issue
http://www.augustachronicle.com/natoday/news/2017-09-27/north-augusta-dealing-with-monument-issue
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historian, she concluded the monument might better be relocated to a park containing 
memorabilia from the town of Hamburg. Recent controversy about Confederate-era 
statues has again focused attention on the monument. 

The four sides of the monument display text which reflects an attitude of white 
superiority. Two examples of the engraved text illustrate this:  

1. ” …he exemplified the highest ideal of Anglo-Saxon civilization. By his death he 
assured to the children of his beloved land the supremacy of that ideal.” 

2.  “…in the maintaining of those civic and social institutions which the men and 
women of his race had struggled through the centuries to establish in South 
Carolina.” 

The complete text of the inscription is at Attachment A. 

In my opinion, the viewpoint expressed on the monument is directly opposite prevailing 
societal view and does not reflect the views of present North Augusta residents.  

The SC Heritage Act, Section 10-1-165, protects certain monuments and memorials, 
prevents the relocation, removal, disturbance, or alteration of specified monuments or 
memorials erected on public property of the State or any of its political subdivisions. Since 
the Meriwether Monument is located on public property, the Act is relevant to establishing 
possible courses of action. (Full text of the SC Heritage Act is at Attachment B.) 

At my direction, the City Attorney requested an opinion from the SC Attorney General as 
to whether or not the Meriwether Monument is covered by Act. To date, that opinion has 
not been received. (See Appendix F.) 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Meriwether Monument 

J.C. Calhoun Park occupies a prominent location in North Augusta. It is a rectangular 
park, transected by Georgia and Carolina Avenues, resulting in three triangular areas. 
The dominant section is bounded by Georgia, Carolina and West Forest Avenues. It is 
approximately 260 feet at the base (along West Forest Avenue) with sides measuring 
approximately 440 feet. The two remaining parcels, also triangular in shape, maintain 
minimal relationship to the dominant section. (Attachment C.) 

The Meriwether Monument is a focal point of J.C. Calhoun Park (see Attachment D). The 
text on one of its sides reads, the obelisk “…was erected by the State, under an act of 
the General Assembly, with the aid of admiring friends." Dedicated February 16, 1916, 
the obelisk was “… erected to the young hero of the Hamburg Riot,” Thomas McKie 
Meriwether. Mr. Meriwether died at 24 years of age after being struck in the head by a 
bullet during “the Hamburg Riot”.  
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The inscription on the monument says it was “erected by the State,” however, that does 
not tell the complete story. A Joint Resolution (No. 540) to appropriate the Sum of Four 
Hundred Dollars for the erection of a Suitable Monument to the Memory of Mackey 
Merriweather (sic) was passed during the State of South Carolina General Assembly 
in 1914. The resolution states “That the sum of four hundred dollars be … appropriated 
for the purpose of erecting a monument to the memory of Mackey Meriweather (sic), who 
was killed while serving under General Butler in 1876 in what is known as the Hamberg 
(sic) Riot.  §2. That a commission consisting of G.W. Medlock, W.H. Hammond, 
J.S. Butler, George Adams and J.B. Mackey is hereby designated to award the contract 
and supervise the erection of the same at the grave of said Mackey Merriweather. 
(emphasis added)  Approved this 5th day of March, A.D. 1914.”3 

This seemingly simple resolution, introduced by Mr. J.P. DeLaughter of Edgefield and 
approved by the General Assembly, did not have an easy path. Governor Cole L. Blease 
immediately vetoed the resolution, prompting Mr. DeLaughter to deliver his maiden 
speech that very same evening (Thursday, March 5) from the floor of the house in favor 
of overriding the veto. His colleagues agreed and overrode the veto with a vote of 80 to 
four.4 

Soon after Mr. DeLaughter’s resolution was passed it must have become apparent the 
appropriation of $400 was not going to be adequate to purchase a monument deemed 
suitable for McKie Meriwether. The Edgefield Advertiser in its April 29, 1914 edition wrote 
the following “A member of the commission which was appointed by the legislature has 
called to our attention to the fact that this amount ($400) is not adequate for the erection 
of a credible monument and has suggested that individual citizens make contributions to 
this fund. The Advertiser … will receive contributions for this purpose and forward to the 
commission, publishing names and amounts. Edgefield and Aiken counties should erect 
a credible monument to the memory of gallant young McKie Meriwether …”5 According 
to an article printed in the Edgefield Advertiser, the fund was named the McKie Meriwether 
Monument Fund.6 

An amendment to the DeLaughter resolution of 1914 approved on February 16, 1915 
contained significant new language. The amended text provided a new option for placing 
the monument. In addition to the original placement at “the grave of the said Mackey 
Merriweather …”, it read “…the Commission, if so advised, may erect said monument 
at some suitable place within the town of North Augusta, (emphasis added) South 
Carolina, upon at least a like amount being contributed otherwise for said purpose.”7 

                                            
3  “Acts and Joint Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina Passed at the 

Regular Session of 1914” Page 946, No. 540 
4  “His First Speech Yielded Results” Edgefield Advertiser March 11, 1914, Page Four, from Chronicling 

America: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026897/1914-03-11/ed-1/seq-4/ 
5  “Should Supplement Fund” Edgefield Advertiser April 29, 1914, Page Four, from Chronicling America: 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026897/1914-04-29/ed-1/seq-4/ 
6  “Unveil Monument to McKie Meriwether” ” Edgefield Advertiser January 12, 1916, Page Five, from 

Chronicling America: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026897/1916-01-12/ed-1/seq-5/ 
7  “Acts and Joint Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina Passed at the 

Regular Session of 1915” Page 427, No. 299 
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Even with a $25 contribution from U. S. Senator Ben Tillman, the fund raising effort was 
going slowly.8 Mr. G.W. Medlock, a member of the commission member named in the 
original resolution, made an additional plea for donations in a May 1915 letter to the editor 
which appeared in the Edgefield Advertiser. Mr. Medlock stated the local goal was to 
match the $400 appropriated by the legislature. Mr. Medlock’s letter also states the City 
of North Augusta “generously agreed to donate a commanding site and care for it when 
finished.”9 My research failed to determine the final cost of the monument and its 
installation. 

The monument was unveiled in a ceremony conducted in the high school on 
February 16, 1916. The order of the unveiling ceremony included a number of 
distinguished men.10 

The Prayer was offered by Dr. Ashby Jones, Minister of First Baptist Church, 
Augusta, Georgia. 11  

Ex-Governor John Calhoun Sheppard, from Edgefield, introduced the main 
speaker, the Honorable Daniel Sullivan Henderson. 

D. S. Henderson was the sole living attorney who was engaged in the trial of the 
case, representing the men charged with riot and murder following the July 1876 
events at Hamburg. The title of his oration was “The White Man’s Revolution in 
South Carolina.” His speech discussed the events leading to the “uprising of white 
people at Hamburg … which drove the carpetbagger and bummer out of South 
Carolina and established white rule.”12 13 (The full text of D. S. Henderson’s speech 
is at Attachment E.) 

The monument was presented to the City Council of North Augusta by the 
Honorable B. E. Nicholson, a South Carolina Senator from Edgefield County. 
Senator Nicholson was accompanied by Senators Williams and Nickles.14 
Representatives Williams, Toole, and Brigham completed the legislative 

                                            
8  “Senator Tillman Makes Contribution to McKie Meriwether Monument Fund” Edgefield Advertiser 

January 6, 1915 Page 1 
9  “An Earnest Appeal from Mr. Medlock” Edgefield Advertiser May 5, 1915, Page One, from Chronicling 

America: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026897/1915-05-05/ed-1/seq-4/ 
10  “Unveiling Program” Edgefield Advertiser February 16, 1916, Page One, from Chronicling America: 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026897/1916-02-16/ed-1/seq-1/ 
11  Jordan, Isabella. A Century of Service – First Baptist Church of Augusta, Georgia. 1921(?). Page 58. 
12  “State Honors Meriwether.” The Watchman and Southron  February 119, 1916, Page Six, from 

Chronicling America: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn93067846/1916-02-19/ed-1/seq-6/ 
13  The white man's revolution in South Carolina. Address of Hon. D. S. Henderson. Delivered at the 

unveiling of the McKie Merriweather monument, North Augusta, South Carolina, 16th February, 1916. 
The text is included as Attachment E. A published copy is available in the South Caroliniana 
Graniteville Room at the University of South Carolina, Columbia.  

14  “Memorial Presented.” Journal of the Senate of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina – 
Being the Regular Session Beginning Tuesday, January 11, 1916. Page 522 
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committee.15 The Edgefield Advertiser reported Senator Nicholson “… spoke 
briefly, but eloquently, appealing to the city officials and citizens of North Augusta 
to accept this tribute in stone as a sacred trust and guard it with jealous care.” 16 

Mr. James U. Jackson, founder of North Augusta, accepted the monument on 
behalf of Mayor B. C. Wall, and the city council of North Augusta.17 

The monument was unveiled by McKie Meriwether’s nearest available relatives: 
Mrs. W.H. McCracken, Mrs. S.M. Warmak, Mrs. Jessie Crafton and Miss Anna 
Butler. 

The full text of the Edgefield Advertiser front page article of February 23, 1916 is provided 
in Appendix A.  

The monument unveiled that day is a stone obelisk of Winnsboro granite, standing 21 feet 
tall and weighing about 27,000 pounds.18 The Owen Brothers Granite and Marble Works 
of Greenwood, SC prepared the monument.19 

Thomas McKie Meriwether, born December 1852, is buried in McCormick County in the 
cemetery adjacent to the extinct Meriwether Methodist Church, located on S. C. Route 28 
in Meriwether. An inventory of the names of individuals buried in the now overgrown 
cemetery has been complied and published on SCGenWeb, a genealogy website. The 
published inventory, prepared by John Hofman, used "McCormick County Cemeteries" 
prepared by the McCormick County Historical Society in 1987 as a source. The 
headstone for McKie Meriwether reads: “Thomas McKie Meriwether - 1852 - 1876, A 
MONUMENT COMMEMORATING HIS DEEDS IS ERECTED IN NORTH AUGUSTA.” 
Obviously, the intent of Mr. DeLaughter’s 1914 Senate Resolution to have a headstone 
for his grave was fulfilled sometime after 1916 by a person or persons now unknown.  

Events at Hamburg 

As discussed above, Thomas McKie Meriwether was killed at Hamburg on July 8, 1876. 
Essential to any discussion of the Meriwether monument is an understanding of the 
events that took place at Hamburg in July 1876. Those events became a key part of the 
national debate about the Reconstruction of the United States following the Civil War. 

                                            
15  “McKie Meriwether – Monument Erected in North Augusta to Memory of Hero Who Lost Life in 

Hamburg Riot.” Edgefield Advertiser February 23, 1916, Page One, from Chronicling America: 
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026897/1916-02-23/ed-1/seq-1/ 

16  ibid. 
17  ibid. 
18  “McKie Meriwether Monument Completed. Inscription Given in Full” Edgefield Advertiser January 26, 

1916, Page Eight, from Chronicling America: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026897/1916-
01-26/ed-1/seq-8/ 

19  “South Carolina Product” Edgefield Advertiser February 23, 1916, Page Eight, from Chronicling 
America: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026897/1916-02-23/ed-1/seq-8/ 
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Being reflective of the nation’s debate, the Hamburg Incident was included in the rhetoric 
of the 1876 election for President between Rutherford B. Hayes and Samuel J. Tilden. 

A large array of reference books, articles, reports, theses and opinions are available 
regarding the events which occurred in Hamburg, SC on 4-8 July 1876. In our present 
social environment, the events which occurred are most often referred to, depending upon 
one’s perspective, as the “Hamburg Massacre,” “Hamburg Incident,” or “Hamburg Riot.”  

For simplicity, “Hamburg Incident” will be used throughout this report to preclude 
discussion of this report and recommendations being about the descriptive name rather 
than about the monument erected 40 years after the events at Hamburg. The events at 
Hamburg did not generate the discussion leading to this report. The Meriwether 
monument located in Calhoun Park generated the discussion. The monument itself has 
been the focus of my attention. However, understanding the events which occurred at 
Hamburg was an important aspect of my discussions and considerations. 

Hamburg, located on the banks of the Savannah River just north of the Fifth Street Bridge, 
was a prosperous town as the western-most terminus of the Charleston-Hamburg 
Railroad, completed in 1833. By 1854 the railroad line crossed the river and directly 
connected Augusta, Georgia with the coast. This led to the economic decline of Hamburg. 
An 884 Sanborn Map showing the location of Hamburg relative to Augusta, Georgia is 
provided at Attachment F.  

Following the end of the Civil War, the town was predominantly populated by African-
Americans. Hamburg continued to exist until 1929, when back-to-back Savannah River 
floods washed most of it away. Residents moved to higher ground to an area named 
Carrsville, in the vicinity of Barton Road. The former town sites of Hamburg and Carrsville 
are now largely within the city limits of North Augusta. 

Contemporary reports of the events at Hamburg present differing accounts. To a large 
extent, the accounts reflect the political leanings of the newspaper editors. The following 
summary of events is included (as factually as possible) to provide a context for the 
discussion regarding the monument. It is not intended to be a treatise on the events which 
occurred at Hamburg. Several books are available which discuss the Hamburg Incident 
and its context and impact on South Carolina and national political, social, and cultural 
institutions. 

The simple summary of the outcome of the events of July 8-9th is the death of one white 
man (Meriwether) and the deaths of seven African-American men. Thomas McKie 
Meriwether died as the result of a bullet to the head in the course of the gun battle. Six of 
the African-American men were murdered after they had been captured. One African-
American man was shot while running from a building during the gun battle. 

Following the events in Hamburg, Governor Daniel Henry Chamberlain sent William 
Stone, Attorney General of South Carolina, to Hamburg to investigate. Mr. Stone gathered 
information chiefly from Prince Rivers (the Trial-Justice), from testimony of people who 
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went before the coroner's jury, and from those wounded by the group of white men who 
had taken them prisoners. A paraphrased summary of his report follows: 

The following facts seem to be clearly established: Company A, Ninth Regiment National 
Guard of the State of South Carolina (a State militia) was organized at Hamburg during 
the administration of Governor Scott with Prince Rivers as Captain. In May 1876 Doc 
Adams was chosen captain.  

July 4, 1876 was the Centennial anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence. The African-Americans in Hamburg were celebrating. The militia was 
marching on the main thoroughfare, 100-150 feet wide and overgrown with grass, except 
the part used as a carriage-road. Thomas Butler and Henry Getzen, his brother-in-law, 
came along in a carriage, and demanded that the marchers move aside to allow them to 
continue their return to Edgefield from Augusta. Doc Adams halted the company, and he 
expressed his displeasure with Butler and Getzen for interfering. He told them there was 
plenty of room on each side to pass by. When it became apparent they were unwilling to 
go around the militia, Adams opened ranks and allowed them to drive through.  

The next day, Thomas Butler returned and requested a warrant against Doc Adams for 
blocking the street. Justice Prince Rivers issued a warrant and had Doc Adams brought 
before him for trial the next day. During the trial. Adams was arrested for contempt of 
court, and the case was recessed until Saturday afternoon, July 8th 1876, the day when 
events in Hamburg became national news.  

Thomas Butler and Henry Getzen appeared Saturday along with Matthew C. Butler 
(previously a Confederate General), as their attorney. Doc Adams did not appear. Prince 
Rivers approved attorney M.C. Butler’s request for time to talk to both sides. At the time 
to reconvene, Justice Rivers learned that attorney M.C. Butler had gone to Augusta.  

While this was happening, 200-300 armed white men assembled in Hamburg and 
demanded the militia should surrender their arms.  

Rivers and attorney M.C. Butler again met and Butler said he had given orders for the 
militia to give up their guns. Rivers and Butler then discussed options about crating the 
arms and sending them to the Governor.  

Rivers met with the militia assembled in the second story of the Sibley building. He told 
Captain Adams what might be expected if he should refuse to give up the arms. Adams 
replied that attorney M.C. Butler had no right to the guns, and the company proposed to 
hold them. Rivers then told attorney M.C. Butler, who was with Robert J. Butler (Thomas 
Butler’s father), of the decision.  

While these discussions were going on, the armed white men were gathered on the river 
bank. Gun fire began soon after the negotiations ended. Men who were in the building 
say the whites started the firing. After the firing had begun, the militia returned it, and 
McKie Meriwether was shot through the head, and instantly killed.  
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Soon after an artillery piece from Augusta was used to fire four charges of canister at the 
armory without injuring any one. At this time the men in the armory escaped from the rear 
by means of ladders, and hid anywhere they could find shelter.  

The first African-American man killed was James Cook, town marshal, not a member of 
the militia. He exited from the rear of the Sibley building and was hit by five or six bullets. 
The white men took about twenty-five African-American men as prisoners, some not 
members of the company. They were taken nearby and guarded by a large number of 
armed men. None of those captured had weapons.  

About two o'clock a.m. (now July 9th), six men took Allen T. Attaway out of the "ring." He 
and his mother begged for his life, but he was shot to death. David Phillips was similarly 
killed. Pompey Curry was called out next. He ran, and was shot in the leg, but survived. 
Albert Myniart, Moses Parks, and Hampton Stephens (not a militia member) were also 
similarly killed.  

Corporal Nelder John Parker was captured and taken to the prisoners’ location. When he 
replied in the affirmative to attorney M.C. Butler asking if he was one of the rascals, he 
was shot in the back and wounded. He was taken to a hospital in Augusta. (Note: While 
not initially identified as having died from his wounds, he died the next day.) Butler 
Edwards was shot in the head after being told to run. Willis Davis, a militia member, was 
shot in the arm near the elbow. Both survived their wounds. 

Mr. Stone concluded:  

 the primary object of the whites was to take the weapons from the militia, and  

 the demand on the militia to give up their arms was made by persons  

o without lawful authority to enforce such demand or  

o to receive the arms had they been surrendered;  

 that the attack on the militia to compel a compliance with this demand was without 
lawful excuse or justification; and  

 that 20-25 prisoners were captured and  

o completely in the power of their captors, and  

o without means of making further resistance,  

o five of them were deliberately shot to death and  

o one died from his wound, and two more were severely wounded and,   

 defenseless people were robbed, and  

 the efforts of their own leaders were all that prevented arson.20 

                                            
20  Stone, William to Daniel H. Chamberlain, 12 July 1876. S518004. Letters Received in Governors’ 

Papers for Daniel H. Chamberlain.  South Carolina Department of Archives and History. 
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DISCUSSION 

Mr. Makin’s request at the City Council meeting was that the Meriwether Monument be 
taken down or that City Council make a formal denouncement of the monument, what it 
stands for and what it reads.  

The monument has stood in Calhoun Park for more than 100 years. It was erected in 
1916 during the Jim Crow era, paid for by funds allocated by the SC legislature and with 
contributions from individuals. My initial belief was that the monument was owned by the 
State of South Carolina. However, my opinion now is that the monument is the property 
of the City of North Augusta, accepted at the dedication by James U. Jackson and 
presented to, and accepted by, Mayor B. C. Wall. It is interesting to note that North 
Augusta Council Meeting Minutes from that time do not include any reference to the 
monument nor approval for its location within the City. While it is possible the land where 
the monument stands was still owned by James U. Jackson, Mr. Medlock’s letter to the 
Edgefield Advertiser, referenced earlier (page 4), states the City of North Augusta agreed 
to donate a commanding site for the monument. 

As mentioned in the Introduction, The SC Heritage Act restricts changes to war 
monuments located on public property. It is not clear whether removal, relocation, or 
alteration of the Meriwether monument would be restricted by the law. The State Attorney 
General has appealed a ruling made in a Greenwood, SC case regarding the applicability 
of the Heritage Act. My investigation and discussion continued without regard to any 
potential restriction posed by the law. (See Appendix F. for more information.) 

Citizen inputs were frank and open. Even knowing the monument was commissioned to 
honor a white victim of the Hamburg Incident, it is impossible not to be sensitive to the 
events of July 4-9, 1876 and the white supremacy message inscribed on the four sides 
of the monument’s base. It is also impossible to ignore the ongoing discussion about what 
to do about Civil War monuments locally (in Augusta) and nationally, even though the 
Meriwether monument is not (in my opinion) a war memorial. 

A number of references about both Reconstruction and the white supremacy actions 
which led to the Meriwether monument being erected were researched and read. The 
circumstances of the unveiling of the Hamburg Massacre marker in Carrsville in 
March 2016, were also considered. A headstone, positioned at the base of the marker, 
lists the names of all eight victims (African-American and white). This marker and 
headstone were erected through the efforts of the Heritage Council of North Augusta. 
(See Attachment G. for the complete text of the marker and the inscription on the 
headstone.) 

Several facts and thoughts/opinions rose early on above others in importance. Among 
the most striking were the following, in no particular order: 

 The obelisk is in a public park whose location is, perhaps, the most prominent 
within the City of North Augusta. 
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 The inscription on the monument is offensive and does not reflect the thinking of 
the citizens in present day North Augusta. 

 Any additional structures, if erected in the park, should not allow the large physical 
size of the Meriwether obelisk to give the impression it is superior to, or over, the 
added structures. 

 The monument has been, and is now, the focus of articles and online blogs solely 
due to the inscribed text. 

 Few people are aware the Hamburg Massacre/Riot/Incident was instrumental in 
ending Reconstruction in the South following the Civil War. 

 Few people are aware the “Jim Crow” era promoting white supremacy was finally 
solidified following the withdrawal of Federal troops from southern states after the 
Hamburg Massacre/Riot/Incident and the 1876 Presidential election. 

 The events of July 1876 at Hamburg, the location of which is now within the city 
limits of North Augusta, and their national implications are known by few local 
residents. 

 The Heritage Council of North Augusta has been a primary driver to rectify the 
injustice done by the omission of reference to the African-American victims at 
Hamburg through its actions at Carrsville, but that location is neither prominent nor 
well visited. (The ongoing restoration of the Society Building likely will increase the 
number of visitors to the Carrsville area.) 

 The original legislative intent was to erect a marker at the grave of Thomas McKie 
Meriwether, but in one year’s time the purpose grew to be much more. The 
acceptance by James U. Jackson at the dedication with subsequent presentation 
to Mayor B.C. Wall made it “North Augusta’s monument.” 

 A recommendation to remove the obelisk from Calhoun Park to another location 
within North Augusta, or elsewhere, would create controversy, and could be made 
moot by a ruling from the South Carolina Attorney General related to its status 
under the Heritage Act. 

In general terms, options range from outright removal of the monument to retaining the 
status quo.  

A recommendation to remove the obelisk was seriously considered in light of the 
message conveyed by the text. There are several reasons for removing it, all somewhat 
related. There is a real belief that young African-American children should not have to 
face the reality of reading that their value and worth would have once been considered 
inferior. There are also strong feelings that the present day values and beliefs of North 
Augustans are so far removed from those expressed on the obelisk that it is contradictory 
to have them prominently displayed in the heart of the city. The monument, its inscription, 
and the direct correlation to the events at Hamburg, have been the focus of a number of 
negative internet blogs/articles and social media discussions. 
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Maintaining the status quo, doing nothing, was considered solely because that option was 
favored by several commenters and protocol required it. This option had no support 
among people I consulted with. There was unanimous agreement that some action was 
necessary to counter the message on the monument - and the monument itself - in part, 
due to its dominant appearance in Calhoun Park. Importantly, the inscription expresses 
a viewpoint almost universally rejected in today’s society. 

An interesting contradiction became apparent as I listened to the arguments to keep the 
monument. A popular viewpoint presented as the basis for keeping the monument, in 
spite of the message it conveyed, is that history cannot be changed. Supporters of this 
perspective were passionate in their viewpoint. Equally passionate were those who 
wanted the monument to remain unchanged, but for essentially the opposite reason. They 
wanted the monument and its message left unchanged because they wanted people to 
know precisely the beliefs prevalent in North Augusta 100 years ago. They believe 
keeping the monument with its message is necessary to prevent it from ever again 
becoming commonplace. 

A general consensus emerged during my discussions, almost as the default option, that 
the monument should be left unchanged, but an educational opportunity must be created 
within Calhoun Park, preferably adjacent to the monument. The idea of exactly how to 
provide that educational experience is a more challenging endeavor. Settling on the 
“message” to convey and how to convey it is difficult, and beyond the extent of my 
knowledge and expertise. The variety of issues and topics to consider for inclusion, I 
believe must include Reconstruction, the events at Hamburg, and the attitudes and white 
supremacy (Jim Crow) movement which resulted in the monument to Meriwether being 
placed.  

There are a multitude of other possibilities for the educational messages, such as the 
national implications of the events at Hamburg, the Civil Rights era, the Bloody Shirts, the 
rifle clubs, to name only a few. Several of the citizens with whom I met had participated 
in drafting the language for the Hamburg Massacre marker placed in Carrsville, and they 
conveyed the difficulty they experienced getting the wording precise and factually correct. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The concluding statement Stephen Budiansky wrote for his book, The Bloody Shirt, 
presents an unfortunate perspective about the City of North Augusta. The events at 
Hamburg in July 1876 were hugely important on the national political and social scene. 
North Augusta can no longer be perceived as a city which fails to acknowledge Allen 
Attaway, James Cook, Albert Myniart, Nelder Parker, Moses Parks, David Phillips, and 
Hampton Stephens as residents of Hamburg who were killed, and in most instances 
murdered, at Hamburg in 1876. Having the death of Thomas McKie Meriwether remain 
as the sole focus of the Hamburg incident of 1876 must be recognized and acknowledged 
as fiction. 
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I conclude, after careful consideration of the facts:  

1. The City Council of North Augusta is the public body responsible for the 
monument.  

2. Removing or altering the monument is not a viable option.  

3. Leaving J.C. Calhoun Park unchanged is not an option. 

4. Action must be taken to clearly acknowledge the words on the Meriwether 
Monument are out of touch with the thinking of today’s North Augustans.  

5. J.C. Calhoun Park can be made a positive, educational experience.  

6. It is necessary to add a variety of sculpture, plaques and/or kiosks putting the 
Meriwether Monument in proper context within the spectrum of experiences during 
and after Reconstruction and up to the present day. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

I make the following recommendations related to the Meriwether Monument and the 
City of North Augusta’s Tourism Program to City Council for action. 

Meriwether Monument  

My recommendation has multiple facets, as will be evident in paragraph 4. 

1. The monument’s location, structure, and text should remain unchanged. 

2. A defined, distinct area surrounding the monument should be created providing 
educational opportunities for visitors as a counterpoint to the viewpoint 
expressed by the text on the monument.  

a. The educational experience should include, as a minimum:  

i. a summary of the events which transpired at Hamburg, 

ii. the names of the African-American men killed during the incident, 
with acknowledgement of the circumstances of their deaths, 

iii. a discussion of Reconstruction,  

iv. the accomplishments of the African-American citizens during that 
period, to include the founding of Aiken County,  

v. the Jim Crow era, and  

vi. the Civil Rights era.  

b. Permanently installed features (sculptures, kiosks, plaques, etc.) are 
essential to present the information. 

3. Any sculpture designed, constructed and erected as a counterpoint to the 
Meriwether Monument must be of a similar size and character, so as not to give 
an impression the obelisk is dominant.  
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4. An open design competition is my recommended method for this undertaking. This 
offers the opportunity for innovation in design, presentation, and effect. An open 
design competition would provide an opportunity for people to become involved in 
the process. It would provide an opportunity to build community interest and 
support for the changes. 

a. A design competition would necessitate defined criteria regarding the 
specific objectives to be met, suggested topics to be included, a projected 
cost ceiling, whether phased construction would be permitted, defining the 
physical area allotted for the project, plus other factors, such as materials 
and limiting dimensions. 

b. Selection of the preferred design could be done by a select panel, by a 
citizen vote, by Council vote, or a combination of these. 

5. Funds to erect the design selected for installation could come from public or private 
sources, or a combination of sources. 

6. Action should be begin immediately upon receiving formal City Council approval. I 
do not believe The Heritage Act would not prevent such action, since the 
Meriwether Monument itself is not being altered.  

Tourism 

The events which occurred in Hamburg in 1876 were important nationally. Those events 
merit acknowledgement as part of the City’s history. I am aware there is significant and 
ongoing interest and research focused on the complete story of the City of Hamburg. For 
example, two books will soon be published about the City of Hamburg. A Historic Marker 
about the City of Hamburg (to replace one missing for many years) was recently erected 
under the auspices of the Aiken County Historical Society. 

I believe the City’s tourism program is due for expansion to provide an active lead role, 
beyond primarily focusing on events, such as Jack-O-Lantern Jubilee and the Peach Jam. 
The attention soon to be focused on the extinct town of Hamburg, which was located 
within the present city limits of North Augusta, and the events which occurred there can 
be the catalyst for a coordinated effort by the City and existing local groups already doing 
positive things for the City’s history and heritage.  

I believe now is the appropriate time to expand the City’s tourism efforts and activities to 
promote the assets of the City. The following list is only a sampling of opportunities. 

1. Historic structures,  
a. Lookaway and Rosemary Halls 
b. Star of Edgefield 
c. Charles Hammond House 
d. Society Building 
e. First Providence Church 
f. Meriwether Monument, including additional of educational features 
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2. History 
a. the Hamburg Incident 
b. the Charleston & Hamburg Railroad (including the Hamburg Station replica)  
c. The City’s incorporation and development 

3. Living History Park 
4. Pop culture locations,  

a. The Sno-Cap Drive-In 
b. James Brown’s recording studio (present CMONA building) 

5. Recreation opportunities,  
a. the Greeneway Trail 
b. Brick Pond Park 
c. Riverview Park 
d. Riverfront Park 
e. SRP Park  

I am aware of three organizations presently engaged in promoting the heritage of North 
Augusta: the Heritage Council, the Arts and Heritage Center, and Historic North Augusta. 
The knowledge and enthusiasm of these groups, collectively along with the City, could 
provide the foundation for the expanded tourism program and assist with preservation 
and promotion of North Augusta’s history. I believe this effort would certainly be a positive 
step toward the downtown area becoming a destination.  

Historic North Augusta is in the process of restoring the Society Building in the Carrsville 
area. The Heritage Council and the Arts and Heritage Center continue to be involved in 
the history of Hamburg as an early economic development and, subsequently, as the 
location of the events which are a focal point of this report.  

Summarizing, I am convinced the time is right to take positive action to create an addition 
to J.C. Calhoun Park which provides a factual and educational explanation of the events 
which occurred at Hamburg in 1876 and of the circumstances associated with erecting 
the Meriwether Monument. I am equally convinced now is the time to institute a more 
robust tourism program. The City has long been recognized for the Greeneway Trail. 
Riverside Village adds a hotel, restaurants, SRP Park, a riverfront park and amphitheater, 
opportunities for river-related activities, and retail shopping. Combine these with the 
substantial knowledge and involvement of the heritage groups now prominent in the City 
with the resources of the City’s Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Department and I am 
convinced Tourism will become an increasing part of North Augusta’s growth and allure. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
______________________________________ 
Robert A. Pettit, Mayor 
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ATTACHMENT A. 
 

Text on the Meriwether Monument. 

 

Dec 4, 1852 – July 8, 1876 
In Memory of THOMAS McKIE MERIWETHER 

 
Who on 8th July 1876, gave his life that the civilization builded by his fathers might be 
preserved for their childrens children unimpaired. 
 
Second Panel  
In youths glad morning the unfinished years of manhood stretching before him, with 
clear knowledge and courageous willingness, he accepted death and found forever the 
grateful remembrance of all who know high and generous service in the maintaining of 
those civic and social institutions which the men and women of his race had struggled 
through the centuries to establish in South Carolina. 

What more can a man do than to lay down his life. 
 
Third Panel 
In life he exemplified the highest ideal of Anglo-Saxon civilization. By his death he 
assured to the children of his beloved land the supremacy of that ideal. 

“As his flame of life was quenched, it lit the blaze of victory” 
 
Fourth Panel 
This memorial is erected to the young hero of the Hamburg Riot, by the state, under an 
act of the general assembly, with the aid of admiring friends. 
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ATTACHMENT B. 
 

SC Heritage Act 
 

SECTION 10-1-165. Protection of certain monuments and memorials. 

 (A) No Revolutionary War, War of 1812, Mexican War, War Between the States, 
Spanish-American War, World War I, World War II, Korean War, Vietnam War, Persian 
Gulf War, Native American, or African-American History monuments or memorials 
erected on public property of the State or any of its political subdivisions may be 
relocated, removed, disturbed, or altered. No street, bridge, structure, park, preserve, 
reserve, or other public area of the State or any of its political subdivisions dedicated in 
memory of or named for any historic figure or historic event may be renamed or 
rededicated. No person may prevent the public body responsible for the monument or 
memorial from taking proper measures and exercising proper means for the protection, 
preservation, and care of these monuments, memorials, or nameplates. 

 (B) The provisions of this section may only be amended or repealed upon passage of 
an act which has received a two-thirds vote on the third reading of the bill in each 
branch of the General Assembly. 

HISTORY: 2000 Act No. 292, Section 3. 
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ATTACHMENT C. 
 

Calhoun Park -  

 

  

Meriwether Monument 
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ATTACHMENT D. 
 

The Meriwether Monument in J.C. Calhoun Park 
 
 

 

Photo: Aiken Standard 
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ATTACHMENT E. 
 

Address of Colonel Henderson.21 
 
Mr. NICHOLSON obtained leave of the Senate to insert the following in the Journal:  
 

THE WHITE MAN'S REVOLUTION IN SOUTH CAROLINA.  
 
Address Delivered By D. S. Henderson, At The Unveiling Of The McKie Merriwether 
Monument, North Augusta, South Carolina, February 16th, 1916.  
 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen:  
In the economy of life, with its rush and crush, the mere killing of a young man, no matter 
what were his personal attractions, and no matter how exalted were his family relations, 
as they were in this case, is soon forgotten.  
When, after the events of that notable night, McKie Merriwether, in his bloody robes, was 
carried through the streets of yonder city of Augusta, Georgia, out to the resting place of 
his people in the historic county of Edgefield, he perhaps would have soon been forgotten, 
except by his loved ones, but he perished for the cause of liberty, and because the people 
of his country still revere liberty, we are here today to perpetuate his name, and the cause 
he well represented.  
 
His death in that cause handed down a lasting heritage to his family of noble people, as 
is expressed on one of the panels of yonder monument—  
"As his flame of life was quenched, he lit the blaze of victory" for the tyrannized people of 
his beloved State. 
 

THE VENERATION OF THE WHITE MAN FOR HIS HEROES. 
 
The history and traditions of the white man show conclusively that wherever in the world 
he has fought and ruled, sentiment, rather than reason, dominates his ambitions and 
endeavors.  
 
This is indicated and illustrated by his national and personal monuments wherever 
erected.  
 
After the Persian millions had decimated Leonidas and his Spartan band at Thermopalæ, 
Greece, in recognition of the spirit which actuated them to do or to die, erected at the 
historic pass a monument, to be seen throughout all ages, on which is written the potent 
words:  

                                            
21  Journal of the Senate of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina, Being the Regular 

Session Beginning Tuesday, January 11, 1916. Columbia, S.C. 1916. Page 741. 
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"Go, tell the Spartans, thou that passeth by 
That here obedient to their laws, we lie." 

 
In the fastnesses of Switzerland, under a romantic hillside of beautiful Lucerne, is cut in 
everlasting stone "the Lion of Lucerne," to denote the love of the Swiss for their brave 
guard, which fell before the onslaught of the mob in defense of Louis XVI in the palace 
yard of the Tuileries at Paris.  
 
On the top of the great hill where once stood the capitol of ancient Gaul, stands a gigantic 
shaft, erected many centuries after the event, to commemorate the heroism of 
Vercingetorix, the Gallish king who checked the legions of Rome.  
 
On the Belgian plains of Waterloo, where are shafts for all of the combatants, none stands 
out in bolder view than the Iron Eagle, which was erected by France years after her defeat, 
to vindicate the valor of the old guard led by Marshal Ney.  
 
Forty years after his death, and after the great revolution which upheaved kingdoms and 
crowns and established republicanism in Europe, France brought back from St. Helena 
the dust of their idol Napoleon and laid it in a tomb in Paris with Bertram on his right and 
Duroc on his left.  
 
All over this broad land of ours, after the War Between the States, monuments and shafts 
and tombs without number have been erected to illustrate the love of both sides for the 
principles and creeds they respectively espoused. Today at Chicamauga (sic), at 
Arlington, at Gettysburg, and elsewhere, the white sentinels lift their lofty heads to 
illustrate and perpetuate the glorious reunion of a divided brotherhood brought together 
by the lover of bravery and heroism, shown by the heroes of each side.  
 
Up yonder on the State House grounds in Columbia stands the equestrian statue of Wade 
Hampton, to vindicate not only our veneration for what he did in war, but for what his 
wisdom and high-minded courage did in the redemption of the State in 1876.  
 
Out yonder on the slope of the hill in the beautiful town of North Augusta, in Aiken county, 
which was the oriflamme of the white man's revolution, we are to unveil today a 
monument, erected by the General Assembly of the State and admiring friends to the 
memory of one who shed the first blood that started that Revolution of 1876, which 
redeemed the Palmetto State from the yoke of the African and the stranger, and which 
established beyond question that this is a white man's country, to be ruled by white men 
forever. All honor to Colonel DeLaughter who originated the movement for this 
monument—sad to think he is gone.  
 

THE CAUSE LEADING UP TO THE EVENT. 
 
The paths leading up to the event are strewn with bloody transactions, the event itself 
severe, and the aftermath of the event productive of lasting good to the State and to the 
South as well.  
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The battle of Hamburg, as it is called, was not a massacre in the ruthless sense of that 
term. It was a rebellion against wrong; it was a blow for the right; it was an armed rebuke 
to tyranny and oppression.  
 
The guns which McKie Merriwether and his companions fired from the abutment of the 
railroad bridge, down yonder on that hot night, was the token of the white man's 
Revolution of 1876 in South Carolina, as much so as the first gun which was fired on the 
plains of Lexington in 1775, awakening the colonies to arms and putting down the tyranny 
of the British crown. McKie Merriwether died not as a lawless lawbreaker, but as a hero 
for white independence, and as much a patriot as any soldier who perished in defense of 
his country.  
 
This land of ours had been stripped to the bone by the ravages of the strife of the sixties. 
From 1867, before the smoke of the battle had settled, and all through the period up to 
the early summer of 1876 (some eight years of doubt, uncertainty, unrest, despair and 
friction), the internals of the political Vesuvius had been smouldering, but it belched forth 
unexpectedly on the night of the 8th of July, 1876, along the waters of the Savannah, in 
the decaying town of old Hamburg, the very citadel of negro republicanism in Western 
South Carolina, and the lava and ashes which came from the volcano caused by the white 
man's indignation at bad government aroused the entire State as it had never been 
aroused before. 
 
The bummers of the Federal armies who after the war had been left in the State, enflamed 
the credulities of our former slaves, newly enfranchised and steeped in ignorance, and 
used the circumstances of the occasion to aggrandize their own fortunes and to humiliate 
the white race who were the owners of the soil.  
 
The politicians of the North who had entered the arena of public national life, after the 
death of Lincoln (and who had exhibited none of his magnanimity or statesmanship), 
concocted acts of Congress, called the Reconstruction Acts, to rehabilitate the States, 
which the very arbitrament of arms had declared could not secede, and military satraps, 
such as Sickles and Canby, subordinated the civil to the military authority, which caused 
every mandate to be enforced at the point of the bayonet and constituted in an alleged 
free country up to 1869, as brutish a tyranny as ever marked a government, where the 
people claimed to be civilized. A written Constitution evoked by astute minds was foisted 
upon the State under the shadow of arms at the ballot box, and by the force of the black 
man's majority, which in its terms and legislative enactments following, gave the form of 
law to the tyranny, which new pledged officials in ignorance and vice freely administered 
in a free country and in every community of the State to humiliate and drag down the 
former slave owners, who, though they had the intelligence and patriotism, were cowed 
by the military power of the Federal administration at Washington. No white man's 
property or liberty was safe, except what his own strong arm protected. Ignorant Judges 
sat on the bench. The Supreme Court became composed of a superannuated Jew, a 
shrewd carpet-bagger and an ignorant black negro.  
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I have often as an attorney plead cases before mixed juries, and several times full negro 
juries.  
 
No farmer dared to leave a bale of cotton in his barnyard at night, nor his stable door 
unlocked. Taxes by the millions were collected under the guise of law from the landowners 
and spent in extravagance and vice of every kind and in schooling the negro children, 
and education was denied to the whites. The monumental effort of this political tyranny 
was the formation of an armed negro militia to bolster up the State government and to 
terrify the whites. Every county of the State had its militia armed to the teeth with 
Springfield guns, paid for with the money of the taxpayers.  
 
Nowhere was this more menacing and blatant than in Edgefield county and Aiken county, 
where at Hamburg the major general, Prince R. Rivers, a coachman at Beaufort in slavery 
times, was legislator, trial justice and commander of the military.  
 
No wonder that here this memorable revolution found its heading!  
 
No wonder here the Anglo-Saxon rebelled!  
 
Let an unbiased Republican historian tell the truth of our humiliation which ground us to 
the dust and then made us arise and throw off the yoke, not because of hatred for the 
blackman, because we pitied him, but because of indignation to his white leaders who 
were helping themselves whilst leading the poor negro to his downfall.  
 
In 1872 and 1873 General Grant, the President, sent to the State his great friend, General 
James S. Pike (who afterwards was his ambassador to the Hague), to observe the status 
of affairs and report. He visited us. I remember him well. He wrote a book called "The 
Prostrate State," which ought to be in the library of every Carolinian. Speaking of the State 
government he found at Columbia, he says, at page 12:  
 
"It is the dregs of the population habilitated in the robes of their intelligent predecessors 
and asserting over them the rule of ignorance and corruption through the inexorable 
machinery of a majority of numbers. It is the barbarian overwhelming civilization by 
physical force. It is the slave rioting in the halls of his master and putting that master under 
his feet."  
 
At page 58, he says:  
 
"The rule of South Carolina should not be dignified with the name of government. It is the 
installation of a huge system of brigandage. The men who have had it in control and who 
now have it in control are the picked villains of the community. They are the highwaymen 
of the State. They are professional legislative robbers. They are men who have studied 
and practiced the art of legalized theft. They are in no sense different from, or better than, 
the men who fill the prisons and penitentiaries of the world. They are, in fact, of precisely 
that class, only more daring and audacious. They pick your pockets by law. They rob the 
poor and the rich alike by law. They confiscate your estate by law. They do none of these 
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things even under the tyrant's plea of the public good or the public necessity. They do all 
simply to enrich themselves personally. The sole, base object is to gorge the individual 
with public plunder. Having done it, they turn around and buy immunity for their acts by 
sharing their gains with the ignorant, pauperized, besotted crowd who have chosen them 
to the stations they fill, and which enable them thus to rob and plunder."  
 
And at page 84, he says: "It is a hybrid born of unnatural connections, offensive alike to 
God and man."  
 
There is no parallel in history to this deep-dyed humiliation which General Pike designates 
as put upon the people of South Carolina whose forefathers had helped to form the 
government of these United States of America, and who had gallantly responded to every 
cause of patriotism for the Union.  
 
Hungary, Poland and Ireland, in their dismemberment and humiliation was but a 
circumstance to what these then in power in the Federal government, under the guise of 
law, heaped upon the long suffering people of our prostrate State.  
 
This sad condition of State affairs was not the rule of intrinsic strength. It was the 
compulsive power of Federal authority at Washington, backing up ignorance, superstition 
and vice, led by a horde of white Northern adventurers and a few native white traitors, 
and it could not last. "The pent up Utica" of white civilization must burst forth, and it did in 
gunshot of where we stand today.  
 

THE EVENT. 
 
In the early spring of 1876 everybody, everywhere, were looking for a change of the tide 
of events. Patience and forbearance had ceased to be virtues. General M. C. Butler and 
General M. W. Gary, of Edgefield, gallant, courageous generals of the Confederate war, 
and natural leaders in the straightout movement which was rising in the State, following 
up the Mississippi plan, originated by Gen. James Z. George, that ignorance backed by 
force, must be overcome by force, gradually imbued that idea into the people all over our 
State. In the early summer delegates were being elected to the annual Democratic State 
Convention, as it was also a presidential election year. 
 
There lived on the hill up yonder in the brick house the venerable Robert J. Butler, a man 
whose public spirit was well known. On the 4th day of July his son, Thomas Butler, and 
his son-in-law, J. Henry Getzen (one now gone, the other left an honored citizen), were 
passing through Hamburg in their buggy and the dreaded, defiant militia, in full array and 
armed to the teeth, obstructed their way and defied them, but they stood their ground. 
Soon warrants were issued against them, returnable before the grand mogul, Rivers, for 
interfering with the militia. Mr. Butler cross-warranted the captain of the militia, Doc 
Adams, for obstructing the highway. The day for trial was fixed. The news of the hearing 
spread like fire in the broom sedge in the autumn. General Butler appeared as the counsel 
for the white men. Crowds of friends and neighbors came. The noted Sweetwater Saber 
Club, led by my friend, Col. A. P. Butler (clarem et verier abile nomem!) was there. The 
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militia were led by Doc Adams. For some reason the trial was postponed. However, the 
match was struck, no one knows by whom. The races separated like oil and water. The 
combat started and General Butler commanded and directed. Georgia came over, like 
she always does, and did her duty. The pure Anglo-Saxon defied the negro, the militia, 
the government at Washington, and though McKie Merriwether perished yonder at the 
abutment of the bridge, scores of the other side lay stiff in death as a warning to the 
mongrel government, which force had erected over worth and civilization in South 
Carolina.  
 
Up in the brick house on the hill the family of Bob Butler fed the boys as they passed back 
and forth in the gray of the morning, and the telegraph carried the news to every corner 
of the State and also to Washington, that the white men of South Carolina were up and 
intended "Come weal or woe" to redeem the prostrate State.  
 
Some sixty of the participants, as a test case, were haled (sic) into Court on charges of 
riot and murder, and in a triumphant procession they- marched into Aiken, the county 
seat, and appeared before the great Circuit Judge, John J. Maher (who by the way was 
born in Hamburg, and was the only decent man left on the bench). The United States 
Government sent the notorious David T. Corbin to assist the attorney general of South 
Carolina (himself a carpetbagger) and the defendants were represented by General N. W. 
Gary, W. T. Gary, George W. Croft, and your speaker. After an eventful day the prisoners 
were bailed out on bonds of $1,000 each. This memorable hearing was on the 10th day 
of August, 1876. The records in the clerk's office at Aiken show that 59 men were bailed. 
From the best information available, of that number 40 have passed away and 19 of that 
number survive, with your speaker as the only surviving member of the attorneys to bear 
testimony to the electric events of those trying times.  
 
The scene in Aiken on the day of the hearing was truly typical of what was to mark the 
uprising in the State in the months to follow. The streets were lined with 5,000 mounted 
men from all parts of Western Carolina, many of them clad in the first edition of the great 
red shirt which was originated in Aiken county. The women waved their handkerchiefs 
and the men yelled. The court room could not half accommodate the crowd. The lawyers 
had not only to conduct the hearing, but to counsel peace, as we soon expected martial 
law from Washington. In answer to the demand of Corbin and Story, Judge Maher said: 
"I cannot imprison an entire community, and they have their rights which will be 
respected." Men who were worth nothing swore they were worth any amount in bailing 
the prisoners, and the spirit of brotherhood, in the desperation of adversity browned the 
jealousy and spirit of rivalry which dominated in the days of prosperity.  
 

THE AFTERMATH. 
 
The scene of the white man's revolution shifts from the county where the first blood was 
spilled to the capital of the State.  
 
The Democratic Convention met in Columbia on the 15th of August, five days later, which 
followed close on the great Edgefield meeting on the 12th day of August, when the first 
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joint debate between the Democrats and Republicans was participated in by Butler and 
Gary against Chamberlain and his minions.  
 
That convention has passed into history as an epoch-making event, ever to be cherished. 
To have been a member of it is a proud recollection. Brothers earnestly wrestled with 
brothers as to what was best for the body politic. No undermining politics sapped the 
sacredness of the occasion, and it was decreed that a pure white man's fight was to be 
made to the death. Hampton and Butler shook hands with Conner and Hagood, and the 
bugle notes were sounded for the advance from the foothills of the Blue Ridge to the 
ocean line.  
 
What McKie Merriwether's blood, spilt at Hamburg, had initiated, reached an entire 
people, and it was to move on with wisdom, represented in Wade Hampton, but with the 
grim determination of an armed people, ready to listen to reason, but determined to bring 
about results to which their history and traditions entitled them.  
 
And they demanded it, not as haters of the negro, but as a rebuke to those who tried to 
hold power over the whites, using the negro as a means.  
 
Those were not the days of electricity, of telephones, of fast trains, of night messages, 
and of automobiles, but the elbow to elbow touch was felt, the heart to heart message of 
the Anglo-Saxon was sent from Caesar's Head to the Battery; from the tawney Savannah 
to the red-washed Pee Dee, which produced an uprising, the like of which will never again 
be witnessed in South Carolina.  
 
The merchants had to buy extra invoices of red flannel to clothe the marching patriots. 
Every county, every town, every township, every hamlet became a red-hot bed of 
patriotism and enthusiasm. It was no caste or class fight, the rich and poor alike vied with 
each other to do something. The stalwart and young rode and showed their power; the 
old encouraged them and gave their money; the great silent power was the love and 
devotion of the women to the cause. They joined in not for show or display, not simply to 
be glorious and wear ribbons (they did that fully because they were not afraid to show 
their colors), but to work for the cause. When the hoys would rise before daybreak for 
long journeys, breakfast was ready, lunches would be added to the outfits, and when the 
big outpourings took place at the courthouse they came in droves to add to the occasion 
and serve meals to the men. It was not simply the ladies of the towns and cities, but all 
the rural districts as well, who took part in the fight. All in all, it was a revolt against tyranny, 
the like of which had never been seen before, a tyranny sanctified by law to humiliate the 
proud people who had attempted to do what they thought to be right; a humiliation deeper 
dyed than the aftermath of the French Revolution; the placing in power of people not of 
the same man's race, but slaves who were not prepared to know the proper use of a 
ballot; the act being not for the sake of the slave, but for the aggrandizement of his political 
masters and the proud Saxon race rose like his ancestors in the early days and threw off 
the yoke of the Norman master, like the colonies in 1876 threw off the yoke of the Royalist 
invaders who followed them into a free country to keep them downtrodden. This revolution 
was not because of racial antipathy to the negro as such, but a revolt against the efforts 
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of the politicians at Washington to humiliate the white people of South Carolina by 
elevating the negro above them. The legal rights of the negro is recognized and enforced 
by the people of the South, but social equality will never be tolerated.  
 
And so the popular feeling bubbled up as Hampton passed from the upcountry to the low-
country, from the highlands to the lowlands, adown the Grampian hills. It was like a 
Scottish fight in which all of the clans were united and taking part, the McDonalds and the 
McGregors alike. Business was suspended, homes abandoned, occupations given up for 
the time being; lawyers closed their offices and led; preachers prayed but joined the 
procession; merchants sold their goods cheaper to the people and gave the money; 
farmers, mechanics and artisans left their occupations and were in saddles. All were in it 
to stay until the end, for it meant liberty or death. A paraphrase of the colonial lines truly 
expresses the red shirt determination:  
 

"They left the plowshare in the mold, 
The flocks and herds without a fold, 

The sickle in the unshorn grain, 
The corn half garnered on the plain, 
And mustered in their red shirt dress 
For wrongs to seek a stern redress; 

To right those wrongs, come weal, come woe, 
To perish, or o'ercome their foe." 

 
When Hampton reached Blackville, in Barnwell county, he was met by a cohort of red 
shirts from all the surrounding counties, headed by that peerless citizen, Johnson 
Hagood, and they tramped with him across that great county almost to the sea. The spirit 
of that procession is spoken of unto today as the greatest event of old Barnwell county.  
 
From across the Savannah came that peerless Southerner, John B. Gordon. He was the 
best stump orator I ever heard. At White Point Garden, in Charleston, Gordon, before an 
immense crowd, in scathing terms, arraigned Chamberlain as a Daniel come to judgment. 
At Columbia, at Aiken and elsewhere he quickened and aroused the fires of patriotism as 
he knew well how to do and went home to come again after the election, by wise counsel, 
to assist in guiding the sequel to full fruition.  
 
In the midst of the upheaval, although Grant had sent troops in many counties, early in 
September, as if by magic, Aiken county again came into the limelight.  
 
The Ellenton uprising, bigger, more potent, more far-reaching than Hamburg (to which I 
cannot do justice here), stirred the State to the nether depths.  
 
We cannot in this address stop to detail the events of the ending of the revolution. Some 
patient historian must undertake that necessary task.  
 
Enough to say the right for once prevailed. The determination which thundered forth from 
that Napoleon gun which George Conway brought over from Augusta in the Hamburg 
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fight had become a reality, by good management and decent conduct in the campaign, 
notwithstanding the shadow of martial law. Hampton was inaugurated. Peace prevailed, 
and after the failure of Charleston to convict the Ellenton crowd, political amnesty was 
guaranteed to all sides, and we resumed the paths of industry to endeavor to make up 
for lost time.  
 

SINCE THEN. 
 
The forty years which have elapsed since then, politically speaking, have been 
exceedingly and spasmodically interesting, if not enlightening.  
 
South Carolina was the last of the seceding States that emerged from the War Between 
the States and the consequent attempts at reconstruction and, represented by her real 
sons, took her place in the new nation, which was born from the throes of that gigantic 
struggle, and other similar troubles in other Southern States.  
 
The new nation, with the new South as a component part of it, stands today in the front 
of the nations of the world, for preservation of the world's civilization and enlightenment, 
and we should congratulate ourselves that we have reached a period of real reconciliation 
between the North and the South, and that the partisan politics which embittered the days 
of reconstruction and the decades thereafter, have been assimulated in the turmoil of 
national politics, where real issues take the place of sectional hatred and passion.  
 
We have lived to see the day when the negro, ceasing to be in position to act as a tool 
for political charlatans, is satisfied with his normal condition, as an equal of the white man 
in the eye of the law, but not his equal politically or socially.  
 
We have lived to see the day when a Southerner can stand up in Congress and claim the 
rights of his section on grounds common to the entire nation; when a Southerner can 
even be President, or occupy a place on the Supreme Court, and be acceptable to all 
sections, if he be a man of ability and character.  
 
We have arrived at the time when in the diplomatic affairs of the country our sons are 
called to show their ability and material, but we must remember in all of this that we, too, 
must put aside all sectional ideas and bring up our sons to a full realization of their 
responsibilities.  
 
However all of this may be, and however much we stand able and on the same footing 
with all Americans, we are all at the parting of the ways in many things. No longer are we 
to be kept down by the effete ideas of the past in matters of government and control. 
Education, in its livening influences, touch the poor and the rich alike, and the man who 
by proper application and exertion, equips himself, leads in the combat of life.  
 
This Federal government of ours, because of its very immensity in all departments, stands 
on a volcano all the time because of the unrest and uneasiness of its conflicting interests 
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as represented by its many peoples, but that same public sentiment and love of country 
which brings us here today is the leaven which will leaven the entire government.  
 
Our obligations as a nation to the other nations of the world are growing more and more 
complex, because of our ambition to spread out and take a part in the advancement of 
other people, and it is going to take all of the diplomacy and statesmanship of which we 
are capable to keep us from the entanglements with foreign nations, of which the great 
Washington warned us.  
 
The multiform progress of science in all of its promotions; the new necessities and luxuries 
of living, which come from the new phases of the developments of our vast resources, 
bring demands from our people on the activities of our government, State and Federal, 
which are alarming.  
 
The unrest and barbarous tendency of the curious people who live in Mexico have happily 
brought about a Pan-American feeling among our South American cousins, which has 
inoculated the old Monroe doctrine with new phases which may require greater duties in 
guarding this hemisphere.  
 
The end of the European conflict is not yet. No sage can predict the outcome, but 
whatever it may be, whether one side predominates to the destruction of the other, or 
they get weary of destruction of life and property, and revert to their normal condition, we 
must be ready as a people to act with dignity and importance.  
 
But out of it all and through it all, if we keep alive the old patriotism and public spirit and 
enthusiasm, which has marked us distinctly as a people we can assimulate the evils of 
progress and promote the good that comes to us from the increasing activities of life, so 
that we can all rejoice in the belief that there is "life in the old land yet."  
 
Such occasions as this, such reminiscences that come out of the sentiments of such 
hours of commemoration and intercourse—such inspirations of love of country and of 
Race, which we celebrate today, are examples to the young for the future, and solace to 
the old for noble deeds of the past.  
 
The troublous days of the past, of which we have been speaking, are only in evidence 
nowadays, that we may be able to remedy our past mistakes, and that we can with more 
power and success enforce the principles we acted upon in our days of stress and turmoil. 
Enterprise and development are overcoming the nightmare and sudden scare which 
came upon us in the early days of the European struggle, and we are learning more and 
more to trust ourselves and go forward in all developments with optimism.  
 
McKie Merriwether died, but his spirit survives to be applied to the needs of our busy life 
and our increasing responsibilities.  
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The white man's Revolution of 1876 is numbered among the past epochs of history, but 
its lessons and experiences remain to be applied to the perplexities and hopes of 
American life and American ambition in 1916.  
 

"America forever. God's blessings attend her!" 
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ATTACHMENT F. 
 

1884 Sanborn Map of Augusta Showing Location of Hamburg 
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ATTACHMENT G. 
 

Text of the Hamburg Massacre Marker 
 
 
Side 1 
 
The Hamburg Massacre, which occurred nearby on July 8, 1876, was one of the most 
notable incidents of racial and political violence in S.C. during Reconstruction. White 
Democrats across the state organized “rifle clubs” to intimidate black and white 
Republicans during the gubernatorial election of 1876. Clashes between groups of 
armed men were frequent, in some cases even the militia. 
 
Side 2 
After a dispute between whites and a black militia company, about 200 men from local 
rifle clubs tried to disarm 38 black militiamen and others barricaded in a warehouse. 
One white was killed and men on each side were wounded before the blacks fled. Two 
blacks were killed trying to escape. Whites captured 25-30 blacks and executed four of 
them. 87 whites were charged in the massacre but never were tried for it. 
 
 
 
 
 

Inscription on the Hamburg Incident Headstone  
 

IN MEMORY OF THOSE KILLED 
IN THE HAMBURG INCIDENT 

JULY 4 – 9, 1876 
 
 ALLEN ATTAWAY NELDER PARKER 
 JIM COOK MOSES PARKS 
 THOMAS MERIWETHER DAVID PHILLIPS 
 ALBERT MYNIART HAMPTON STEPHENS 
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